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TAGS: PINT CH 

SUB J : YEH CHIEN-YING'S HEALTH 
REF: HONG KONG 8698 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

GIVEN THE CRITICAL ROLE THAT PARTY VICE CHAIRMAN YEH CHIEN-YING 
PLAYS IN THE NEW TRIUMVIRATE (REFTEL), THE STATE OF HIS HEALTH 
TAKES ON ADDED IMPORTANCE. HENCE WE ARE STRUCK BY THE 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE TRIUMVIRATE AND OF THE ENTIRE POLITBURO 
TAKEN AT THE THIRD PEENUM AND PUBLISHED IN PEKING NEWSPAPERS 
ON IULY 23. OF ALL THE POLITBURO MEMBERS ONLY MARSHAL YEH 
HAS A HIGH-BACKED CHAIR. RECALLING CHAIRMAN MAO'S INABILITY 
DURING HIS FINAL DECLINE TO HOLD HIS HEAD ERECT, WE WONDER 
IF THE SPECIAL CHAIR MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN PROVIDED YEH IN ORDER 
TO PERMIT HIM TO RECLINE DURIG THE PLENUM PROCEEDINGS (WHEN 
PHOTOGRAPHERS WERE NOT PRESENT). CERTAINLY YEH APPEARED A 
VERY OLD AND TIRED MAN IN THE TELEVISION CLIPS OF THE PLENUM. 
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TAKEN IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE UNUSUALLY EFFUSIVE AND 
EUOLOGISTIC EXEGESES OF YEH'S 80TH BIRTHDAY POEM. THE 
PHOTOGRAPH MAY BE INTENDED AS A HINT TO THE CHINESE 
PEOPLE THAT "RESPECTED AND BELOVED" VICE CHAIRMAN YEH 
IS DECLINING. 

WOODCOCK 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FIEALTFI 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 27-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PEKING01542 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770267-0288 
Format: TEL 
From: PEKING 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977071 1/aaaaajre.tel 

Line Count: 61 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 37f9f662-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 HONG KONG 8698 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1728701 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: YEH CHIEN-YINGYS HEALTH 
TAGS: PINT, CH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/37f9f662-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



